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PREFACE. 


N the present volume many of Caldecott's sketches are printed 
in a cheap form for the first time. 

It will soon be four years since this artist was laid in his 
grave in Florida, but his memory is green in all English-speaking 
countries. The remembrance of his delightful humour and fancy 
clings to us long after the separate subjects of his pencil may have 
been forgotten, and the public,—the great public of little children 
all over the world, and of parents thankful for books of innocent 
mirth, in which they too could take a keen delight—welcomes the 
sight of his handwork as of old. 

The well-known coloured Christmas books, John Gilpin, and 
The House that Jack built, down to The Great Panjandrum himself 
(the last of the line) have many a year to run; and side by side 
with these we place a volume of sketches in black and white,—some 
new, some familiar, some less known. From the early sketches 
and scraps posted modestly to a London editor in 1870, to the 
more serious efforts in illustration in after years, we gather a 
bouquet which is worth preserving for its flavour alone; and there 
is one special charm about the illustrations in this volume—they 
were drawn before the rage for pictorial adyertising—Caldecott's 
mind was free from the taint, and freshness and spontaneous humour 
is the result. 

The illustration on the cover, representing England, Scotland, 
and Ireland, at the edge of our little island, looking out for the 
Daily Graphic Balloon (see page 22) is a reduction from a large 
drawing, the first of a series, done for an American newspaper. 
Several of these drawings have never been seen in England. 

The very graphic and lively page of notes in the old Law 
Courts at Westminster on page 15 (drawn at the writer’s request 
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for a daily newspaper) have peculiar interest, because Caldecott was 
one of the pioneers of a form of illustration which has now become 
general. The decorative style and character of such pictures as “4 
Morning Walk” (page 14) are all his own, and mark a stage in 
the artist’s career about midway between the hunting and_ social 
scraps from Shropshire, and the illustrations to Asop’s Fables 
drawn in 1883. 

In some of his earlier sketches (dating from 1862) some curious 
figures come upon the scene, for Caldecott drew always from his 
own observation and surroundings, and his country and home ex- 
periences in a small town in Cheshire are touched in broadly and 
without a trace of affectation. On moving to Manchester in 1867 
Caldecott saw more of the life of cities and his “Socéety at 
Manchester” on page 67, albeit satirical enough, has a very different 
stamp to the sketches on page 12. Again, there is a wide line 
of demarcation between the style of these early sketches, and the 
illustrations to Washington Irving’s O/d Christmas which were 
drawn in 1874, in a “loose box,” at the writer’s cottage in Farnham 
Royal near Windsor. (See Memoir, p. 90.) 

When Caldecott was twenty-six he went abroad for the 
first time, accompanying the writer on a summer tour in the 
Harz Mountains in 1872. Sketches on this journey will be found 
between pages 73 and 78. In 1874, and in 1878, he was in 
Brittany, illustrating ‘Breton Folk;’ here his health nearly gave 
way, but his enthusiasm seemed to carry him through all difficulties. 
A selection of drawings which he made on these journeys will be 
found between pages 79 and 94. 

Not the least interesting among the sketches interspersed 
through this volume, are three where Caldecott’s own portrait is 
prominent. The first, standing against the wall of a ball room 
(page 58) is an early effort; the second, sketching in Brittany, 
with his friends the little children, clambering about him, 
(page 93) the third at the gaming tables at Monte Carlo, standing 
back to the spectator hat in hand (page 69). This last was drawn 
for the Graphic newspaper, to which he was a constant and most 
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popular contributor. Other sketches were made to illustrate magazine 
stories and the like; one of the most amusing is on page 28, to a 
story called “Zhe ZYwo Trombones,” written by F. Robson the actor 
in the Christmas Number of London Society 1871. Others were set to 
the quaint old English rhymes of Mortimer Collins, such as we see 
on page 56, and were drawn to suit various seasons. But 
Caldecott was always at his best indulging in his own fancies ; 
other people's ideas or suggestions, (indeed ‘editing’ of any kind,) 
only seemed to hamper him. He would not take regular work on 
the staff of any periodical, and it was chiefly through the personal 
influence of his friend Mr. W. L. Thomas of the Graphic that 
he was induced to appear so often in its pages. One of Caldecott’s 
very rare contributions to Punch (page 71) is worth referring to 
if only to notice the delicacy and refinement in the drawing of the 
two central figures under an umbrella. 

In this volume we see work of all styles and periods, and 
whatever its merits or demerits as a whole, it is a book with gaiety 
and good heart in it; the reflex of a kindly nature always on 
the side of right. Odds and ends of work of varied quality, 
with genius flashing all along the line. 

There is little left to be said about Caldecott. His reputation 
rests securely on the world-wide distribution of his picture-books, 
and probably no English artist has benefited so much by the excellent 
reproductions of his drawings. He found out the secret very 
early in his career, that the true way to work for reproduction 
was to be in sympathy with the engraver and the colour printer, 
and he had his reward. He gave the best of his time and 
attention, from the beginning, to this class of work, and so Randolph 
Caldecott will rank for ever amongst the illustrators. He will stand 
side by side, for all time, with his friends Kate Greenaway and 
Walter Crane ; and with them, will stamp the close of the present 
century with a grace and refinement in its children’s books, which 
has never been surpassed. 

The history of Caldecott’s short career, and his progress step 
by step, in other branches of art—such as painting, modelling, and 
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decorative design —the work he did, the friends he made and 
never lost—are recorded briefly in the Memoir published by 
Sampson Low & Co., in 1887, and now re-issued, More might 
doubtless be written (for we can hardly know enough of such a man), 
but the best words of eulogy seem to have been spoken by the 
President of the Royal Academy, at the annual banquet in London in 
May, 1886. 


“Certain limits (said Sir Frederick Leighton) are of necessity 
imposed upon me in the expression of our sorrow from this place, for 
death is busy and artists are legion, and only the most salient 
leave a void which can claim your thoughts on these occasions. 
Such, I think, was an artist whose name I am impelled to pronounce 
to-night—withal an artist whose works are in every English hand 
and are cherished in every English home; whose sweet and 
dainty grace has not been, in its kind, surpassed; whose humour 
was as quaint as it was inexhaustible, and his mirth bubbling and 
contagious ; a pure and wholesome artist in whom each of us 
has lost a friend; for who among us is not in some degree poorer 
by the death of Randolph Caldecott ?” 


123 VicrorIA S1REET, WESTMINSTER, October, 1889. 
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OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 


In the late Randolph Caldecott we have lost a humorous designer of rare distinction and 
originality. .. . In other men you detect certain traditional habits of race, inherited defects; 
just as Goldsmith tells us that the family of the Blenkinsops could never look straight before 
them, nor the Hugginsons blow out a candle. Mr, Caldecott betrayed no hint of his artistic 
progenitors, and if he imitated no one he was equally difficult to imitate, His success “in the 
line of children” prompted many rivals but no equals, and their efforts only serve to show how 
uncapturable was his spirit of fun and frolic, how intangible his delicate and winning gift of 
grace’—Saturday Review. 


‘ We do not hesitate to give a high place amongst Christmas books to the memoir of Randolph 
Caldecott. Tt is written by a friend and fellow-labourer, one who knew the artist well; 
written most sympathetically and adorned with a copious and representative collection of 
drawings.'—Spectator. 


* Caldecott had in him the makings of an artist in the stricter sense. The drawings, 
paintings, and reliefs which he exhibited at Burlington House and elsewhere failed to make 
much impression through the timidity of their technique; but they had sterling artistic 
qualities nevertheless. In Mr. Blackburn's book two or three of his reliefs are reproduced, 
and we are enabled to see how excellent they are in arrangement of mass and rhythm of line. 
“Going to Cover” and “A Horse Fair in Brittany” would either of them make beautiful 
Srieses so far as their length would go.’ —St. James's Gazette. 


‘Mr. Blackburn's sympathetic book exhibits his friend and fellow-labourer in a most 
attractive light... . Caldecott was not an artist of high training, but his natural gifts 
qwere rich enough to overcome many defects of education... . Hehas qualities which not more 
than four or five English artists could approach..—New York Tribune. 


“The name of Caldecott and the charming visions it evokes are still fresh in the minds of 
young and old, and the shock of his untimely death seems but of yesterday. We must be 
grateful for any “ touch of the vanished hand” and any glimpse, however slight, of so genial 
and gifted a personality’—New York Art Amateur. 


‘Mr. Henry Blackburng the art critic, so widely known as the editor and originator of 
the “Academy Notes” has written this personal memoir with the object of giving some in- 
JSormation as to the early work of this artist. Randolph Caldecott’s Picture Books are known 
all over the world, they have been widely discussed and criticised, and they form undoubtedly 
the best monument to his memory ; but certainly the material here collected will atd in forming 
a better estimate of Caldecott as an artist. To all those who love art and the narration of a 
singularly pure and successful career in it, Mr. Blackburn's memoir will be as “ welcome 
as the flowers in May.” '—Sydney Morning Herald. 


‘ Mr. Henry Blackburn's “Randolph Caldecott” is avery charming book, It tells the story 
of the artist's early life, his fondness for art and his many experiments in modelling, decorative 
work and the like. The illustrations are produced with remarkable success.'—Graphic. 


* By all means set high upon your list this book, which ts not only a biography but an 
autobiography, in right of its illustrations ; and in right also of the many genial and humor- 
ous letters of the artist it contains.'—Truth. 


‘ This ts a delightful volume.'—Pall Mall Gazette. 
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